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of Bombay, will now restrain your hand and give a chance to the
workers who are desirous of serving you.   May God help you.

/ am,

Tour friend,

M. K. GANDHI
Toung India, 24-11-1921

202.   EATING STEEL PELLETS

To take the lead in starting civil disobedience is a more diffi-
cult task for Gujarat than eating steel pellets. Even if, however,
one single taluka passes the test, then I have no doubt that swaraj
will be in our hands in no time. Such success will mean that an
army of satyagrahis has been organized in that taluka. I have al-
ready stated that everyone is eligible for enlistment in this army,
men and women, the young and the old, the cripple and the dis-
abled, the weak and the strong, Hindus, Muslims, Parsis, Chris-
tians, Jews, Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaisyas, Dheds and Ehangis.
Even a child of the stamp of Prahlad is welcome, if there is any such
coming forward. Parents, too, can send their children to enlist
themselves. Notwithstanding that the army will be such a mixed
crew, it can give a better account of itself than the opponent's
army. How can this army, besides, require any expense ? The only
qualification needed for a soldier of this army is fearlessness. He
ought to have the strength to lay down his life and that means he
ought to have faith in God.

The other qualifications which I have asked for1 are not needed
at all times. They are essential only under the present circum-
stances.

But though this appears easy on paper, the task will be diffi-
cult in practice so long as it is not properly understood. The
taluka which offers to start civil disobedience must have undergone
a complete change. The soldiers in its army will not be wasting
a moment in idleness. When, therefore, the fight actually begins,
every satyagrahi man and every woman will either be offering
civil disobedience for courting imprisonment or will be spinning
or weaving, carding or ginning cotton. No one, without exception,
can sit idle even for a moment, whether he be rich or poor. Among
the soldiers of an army, no distinction of rich and poor can be

l Vide "Test", 13-11-1921.